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What is a Cousin? 

For the most part, we understand how aunts, uncles, nieces/nephews, 
parents, grandparents, great grandparents and great-great grandparents, 
etc. are related.  What about cousins?  How exactly is a first cousin 
related?  What exactly does a 3

rd
 cousin twice removed mean?  What 

about kissing cousins?   

So let’s see if we can clear this up.   

 Kissing cousins - By definition are people who are not first cousins 
to each other. 

 First cousins – Have the same grandparents. 

 Double first cousins – Two brothers marry two sisters, their 
children are double first cousins. 

 Second cousins – Have the same great grandparents. 

 Third cousins – Have the same great-great grandparents. 

 Fourth cousins – Have the same great-great-great grandparents. 

 Fifth cousins – Have the same great-great-great-great 
grandparents. 

 Removed – Indicates that people are from different generations.  
Once removed means one generation difference.  Twice removed 
means two generation difference.  3 xs’s removed means 3 
generation difference and so on. 

Here is visual look at cousins (start at You):  


